
Make it so . . . Free

Student-driven OER

CALICO, Montréal 
2019

http://bit.ly/CALICO19OER 

http://bit.ly/CALICO19OER


Presenters
Kathryn Murphy-Judy

Virginia Commonwealth University (VCU)

Lionel Mathieu

Boston University (BU)



Overview
The freedoms and benefits of Open Educational Resources (OER)

Multi-phasic project: Curations, Virtual Exchanges, OER Modules, E-textbooks

E-textbooks
LinguaFolio Can-Do Learning Framework & Backward Design
The Units
LinguaFolio and Assessment (student evaluation from spring 2019)

Student-Faculty Collaboration at the Heart of this Learning Project

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1PosTHPsARAYAAHWl2XSFgSrlhCsJJ98dR_jwJA_Yn8Y/edit


Open Educational Resources (OER)

“Open Educational Resources are teaching, learning and research 
materials in any medium - digital or otherwise - that reside in the 
public domain or have been released under an open license that 
permits no-cost access, use, adaptation and redistribution by others 
with no or limited restrictions.” 

William and Flora Hewlett Foundation



The freedoms and benefits of OER

With the freedom of ...
- accessibility
- affordability
- adaptability
- agency / autonomy

OERs are ...
- digital 
- actual 
- relatable 
- (re)usable, shareable
- beneficial

http://blogs.leeward.hawaii.edu/teach/2015/06/02/go-open-go-free-using-o
er-open-educational-resources/ 

Reference: More Than Just Free, It’s Freedom: The Case for OER

http://blogs.leeward.hawaii.edu/teach/2015/06/02/go-open-go-free-using-oer-open-educational-resources/
http://blogs.leeward.hawaii.edu/teach/2015/06/02/go-open-go-free-using-oer-open-educational-resources/
https://www.slideshare.net/ReginaGong/more-than-just-free-its-freedom-the-case-for-oer


Multi-phasic project

See Mathieu et al. (2019) for details

01

02

03

04
Curations

(interpretive & presentational)

Intermediate-level students 
digitally curate -- search, select, 

and share - authentic L2 materials 
on an online platform.

Virtual exchanges
(interpersonal & interpretive)

Intermediate-level students 
participate in virtual exchanges 
with native interlocutors on the 
basis of their curated content.

E-textbooks
(interpretive & presentational)

Advanced-level students integrate 
the learner-generated modules 
into language courseware 
delivered via open e-textbooks.

OER modules
(interpretive & presentational)

Advanced-level students design 
online modules on the basis of 
curated, vetted authentic L2 
materials.



Curations



Multi-phasic project

See Mathieu et al. (2019) for details

01

02

03

04
Curations

(interpretive & presentational)

Intermediate-level students 
digitally curate -- search, select, 

and share - authentic L2 materials 
on an online platform.

Virtual exchanges
(interpersonal & interpretive)

Intermediate-level students 
participate in virtual exchanges 
with native interlocutors on the 
basis of their curated content.

E-textbooks
(interpretive & presentational)

Advanced-level students integrate 
the learner-generated modules 
into language courseware 
delivered via open e-textbooks.

OER modules
(interpretive & presentational)

Advanced-level students design 
online modules on the basis of 
curated, vetted authentic L2 
materials.



Virtual exchanges
Teletandem

Institution to institution

Talk Abroad

Institution to individual
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OER modules
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E-textbooks

https://pressbooks.rampages.us/fren202s19/


E-textbooks: Learning framework & Backward design
Unit 0 + 4 proficiency based units

○ Unit 0 - How-to (e-book, LFO, curations, exchanges)

○ Unit 1 - Identity & the self

○ Unit 2 - Self & others

○ Unit 3 - Contexts for communication => glocal

○ Unit 4 - Bilingual/bicultural self => future

LinguaFolio Can-Do Learning Framework & Backward Design

https://linguafolio.uoregon.edu


E-textbooks: The Units (spiraled curriculum) 
Unit 0

Assess each learner’s 
starting point.

Train learners to 
successfully use the 
various components of 
the materials: 

- LinguaFolio
- WordPress
- Virtual exchanges
- Hypothes.is

Unit 1

Focus on the self.

Advance novice level 
Can-Do targets toward 
IL-IM proficiency. 
Biography & identity

Deepen concept of 
gender and agreement 
through pronouns & 
forms

Unit 2

Focus on the self and 
other.

The pragmatics of 
dialog, interviewing, 
social interactions

Mainly interrogative & 
pronominal verb forms
 

Unit 4

Focus on professional 
global futures.

Spiral identity/passions 
toward future 
education, work, life

Future, conditional, 
subjunctive forms & life 
choices.

Unit 3

Focus on social and 
cultural contexts.

Connecting passion to 
storytelling toward AL 
connected discourse. 
Local opportunities 
(FFF).

Past tenses & aspect, 
conjunctions, cinéma 
vocabulary & tropes.



What it looked like on the wall . . . 



E-textbooks: LinguaFolio & Assessment
All Unit 0 work is required but grades don’t count

Learning contract with stipulated proficiency outcome

LFO Can-Dos for each unit & end of unit reflection

4 Curations as Interpretive and Presentational Modes

TA/MEPC for Interpersonal Mode

2 TBL tasks (oral/written presentations)



Student Evaluation from s2019





Student-Faculty Collaboration: Modules & OER
Student-Faculty Collaboration 
at the heart of this OER project

- Creation of Modules

- Creation of OER units 

- Reflections and recasts

Flipped meeting: students in charge
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